INDIVIDUAL CONVERT SURVEY #


CONVERSION SURVEY

Instructions:  Please respond to as many questions/discussion prompts that you like—you are not required to respond to all of them.  Feel free to be as descriptive as you want.  
1A. Name, title:






1B. convert name:


2: Islamic mosques, centers, and organizations CURRENTLY affiliated with:

3. race/ethnicity:


4. age:





5. sex:

6. Place of birth:

Date survey taken: 

*Would you be willing to do a follow-up interview?       __YES          __NO

If yes, please indicate any of the methods you would be willing use for the interview:
___phone

___email

__US mail

__face-to-face interview

Please provide contact information:  ________________________________






________________________________






________________________________






________________________________






________________________________

Do you have a friend or family member who would like to talk about their relationship with you before, during, and after your conversion?  If so, please give them my contact information (listed on the last page of this survey).
7. Describe the places in which you have lived and/or at which you have significant travel experiences (including culture, socioeconomic statuses of towns, urban/suburban/small town/rural, types of homes, lengths of stay, what years, and why you moved):

8. Describe your socioeconomic (e.g. poor, middle-class, upper middle-class, etc.) statuses throughout life, and where you lived when you had these statuses:

9. Your education history (grades completed, degrees earned, kind of education, etc.):

10. Describe your organization affiliations prior to conversion (including during childhood), why you joined, what you liked and/or disliked about them, why you left them (or why you are still a member), and for how long you were a member:

11. Describe your employment types/jobs over life: 

12A.  Describe your family background going back however many generations you want.  Please note immigration; racial, ethnic, and religious identities; intermixing (racial, ethnic, or religious) in family history; socioeconomic statuses of family; various places your family has lived in its history; types of employment/work:

12B.  Immediate family (parents, siblings, other close relatives)—Describe their education, type of employment, socioeconomic statuses, race/ethnicity, and religions:
12C. Describe your relationships with your different family members.

13. Daily life patterns throughout your life, including hobbies, relaxations, responsibilities, languages spoken (and in where you speak them), etc.:

14. Religious affiliations (including why affiliated, for how long, things liked and disliked about the religion, participations level, emotional involvement, and family involvement):

15. Family’s worldviews (especially about other religions, races, and politics):
16. Describe your level(s) of happiness during childhood and reasons why you felt this/these way(s):

 17. Describe your relationships with friends, members of other races/ethnicities, classes, religions, and Muslims prior to being interested in Islam:

18. Have you had any experience (whether you personally or in dealing with a person close to you who has) with drugs/alcohol problems, violence, incarceration, crime, etc.?  Please describe:

19. Your personal worldviews and values before conversion (particularly on Islam, US society/politics, etc., but also on gender behavior, education, child rearing, terrorism, etc.; and noted important historical events, especially impact of 9/11):

20. Life changes in few years before conversion (e.g. spiritual; relationships; problems with crime, drugs, or alcohol; poverty; physical problems; moved to new place; etc.):

21. Please describe any studying/exploring of other religions/philosophies/cultures/lifestyles prior to your conversion to Islam:
22. Response to media about Islam prior to conversion:
23. How you were first introduced to Islam:

24. How and why you first became interested about Islam (and context of this):

25. Was there any pressure to convert or not to convert?  From whom?  Why?:

26A. Describe events concerning Islam from first being interested until conversion.  Please include information like all your “firsts” (e.g. the first time you talked to a Muslim, or said a prayer), any meetings/groups you participated in, any Islamic practices you started doing, any Islam-related studying, change of habits/dress, change of how you view the world, change of you felt emotionally, change in relationships, use of religious language, change in behavior, and “spiritual experiences.”  Also, please indicate when and why these took place and which of these were the most important for you:

26B. What were your concerns or reservations about converting?  How did you resolve these?
27. What was attractive about Islam? (multiple responses allowed):

28. Changes following conversion and when they happened (including change of habits/dress, of how you viewed the world, of you felt, of relationships, of rituals/religious practices, of use of religious language, and of behavior at home, among Muslims, at work/school and in public):

29. Time from first interest to shahada/initiation (and ages at those times):

30. Why did you finally decide to convert at that time?

31. Ritual for conversion, and after-conversion rituals (e.g. name changes (common usage only or legally changed as well?), dress changes, beard/jewelry, makeup, marriage, celebrations):

32: Reactions of friends/acquaintances, family, co-workers, neighbors (immediately after conversion and over time):

33A.  How long has it been since you converted?:

33B. life after conversion (discuss things over time, happiness, relationships, religious participation/doubt/fears/ideas/emotions, eating changes, spirituality, learning/trying new things, secular sides of life career, travel, participation in new groups/issues, interaction with other Muslims—do they notice trends/ethnic patterns in responses; family dynamics and child rearing):

33C. What are all the Islamic mosques, centers, and organizations that you have been involved with?  How long were you involved with them?  How did you get involved with them?  Why did you leave?
33D. Values (and how they’ve changed over time; including predestination, ranking 5 pillars, family, abortion/euthanasia, politics—state, national, international—religion, other Muslim groups, madhabs, religious leaders you respect, how you respond to situations when you aren’t sure about correct Muslim response, gender behavior, education, child rearing, terrorism):

34. Non-Muslim religious/cultural holdovers:

35. How has your understanding of yourself changed over time?


36A. Have you ever had what some might call a “religious experiences”?  Please describe it/them:

36 B.  Describe the typical practices you perform associated with Islam, and how often you do them (e.g. daily prayers, prayers at mosque, other prayers, attending Eids, attending other mosque events, attending meetings/groups for subjects relating Islam or your mosque, other practices):

37C.  Describe special religious practices you have preformed (e.g. Hajj, other pilgrimages, etc.)

37. Favorite kind of art and music; and opinions on art and music in general:
38. “Latino”—do you identify yourself as one?  Has that changed over time?  Why or why not?
39. Say what you think these words mean: “religion”, “spiritual.”  Has your conversion changed your understanding of these words?  How?
40. “Madness”/”insanity”/”psychology”—Has your understanding of these concepts changed since your conversion?  How?
41. “Health”—Describe what you consider “healthy,” and how you see Islam playing a role in health. 

42. How should a child be raised?  What are some appropriate ages for important events in a child’s life?
43. What order identities are prioritized  (i.e., Are you a Muslim before a Latino?  American before Muslim? Etc.)
44. What religious objects do you keep or use?
45. “Wealth”—Describe your understanding of “wealth” and how Islam relates to this.
46. “Emotions”—Where do they come from and which are most important or most common?  How does Islam relate to emotions?
47A. What media (which books, magazines/newsletters, CDs, internet sites, etc.) do you use?  Do you yourself write or create anything for the internet or other publications? 
47B. Describe your use, throughout your life, of media primarily for Muslims or people interested in Islam.  Are there some websites, books, movies/T.V. shows, or music that have played significant roles in helping to develop you interest/knowledge of Islam?  When did you read/watch/listen to these?  How did you become introduced to these?

47C. Describe your use, throughout your life, of internet pages/sites and books that are primarily for converts.  Have any particular ones stuck out more?  Which ones? 
48. What are your thoughts on the supernatural/ghosts and UFOs?  How does Islam inform your opinions on these things?
49. For you, what are the important religious places and times?
50. Religious rhetoric/language (including “convert”/”revert”, expressions, favorite Qur’an verses and Hadith, etc.)
51. “Friend”— Describe your understanding of “friend” and how Islam relates to this:
52. “Love” and “lover”— Describe your understanding of these words and how Islam relates to them:

53. Describe, for throughout your life, where (or with whom) you have had a strong sense of belonging.  Have you had different sense of belonging with different Muslim communities? (please explain)
54. Does race play an issue in your religious life today?  How?
55. Your current religion’s congruencies/disconnections with your old religion and culture:
56. Please describe your thoughts on how the culture of your birth/family may or may not have a historical connection to Islamic culture:
57. Is Islam a more rational religion than others?  Why?
58. Specific literature, thinkers, or ideas that have had a strong impact on the way you see the world (these can be Islamic and non-Islamic):
59. Any comments you would like to make:
****************************************************************

PLEASE RETURN SURVEY TO (either in print or electronic form):

Patrick D. Bowen
2000 Asbury Avenue, Sturm Hall 166 
Denver, CO 80208
patrick.bowen@du.edu

303-921-4112

This survey (consent, study, etc.) was approved by the University of Denver's Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Subjects in Research on 06/23/2010. This information must be updated on a yearly basis, upon continuation of your IRB approval for as long as the research continues. This information will be added by the Research Compliance Office if it does not already appear in the form(s) upon continuation approval.
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