INFORMED CONSENT FORM 
PhD RESEARCH: Converts to Islam in the US
You are invited to participate in a study that will help shed light converts to Islam in the US and how they affect the US’s larger culture. In addition, this study is being conducted to fulfill the requirements for my PhD program. The study is conducted by Patrick Bowen. Results will be used to for scholarly publications and presentations, and for the PhD dissertation. Patrick Bowen can be reached at 303-921-4112 or Patrick.bowen@du.edu. This project is supervised by the thesis advisor, Dr. Anthony Alumkal, Iliff School of Theology (with the DU-Iliff Joint Ph.D. program), Denver, CO 80208, (303.765.3131, aalumkal@iliff.edu). 

Participation in this study should take on average one hour, but may take several hours, depending on how much information you would like to share. Participation will involve responding to survey questions about your life prior to, during, and after conversion; or about your relationship with and knowledge of converts. Participation in this project is strictly voluntary. The risks associated with this project are minimal. If, however, you experience discomfort you may discontinue the interview at any time. We respect your right to choose not to answer any questions that may make you feel uncomfortable. Refusal to participate or withdrawal from participation will involve no penalty or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled. 

Unless you consent to having your name publicized, your responses will be identified by pseudonyms and will be kept separate from information that could identify you. This is done to protect the confidentiality of your responses. Only the researcher will have access to your individual data and any reports generated as a result of this study will use only group averages, paraphrased wording, or quotes whose authors are not identifiable, unless you approve of having your identity made public. However, should any information contained in this study be the subject of a court order or lawful subpoena, the University of Denver might not be able to avoid compliance with the order or subpoena. Although no questions in this interview address it, we are required by law to tell you that if information is revealed concerning suicide, homicide, or child abuse and neglect, it is required by law that this be reported to the proper authorities. 

This survey (consent, study, etc.) was approved by the University of Denver's Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Subjects in Research on 06/23/2010. This information must be updated on a yearly basis, upon continuation of your IRB approval for as long as the research continues. This information will be added by the Research Compliance Office if it does not already appear in the form(s) upon continuation approval.

If you have any concerns or complaints about how you were treated during the interview, please contact Dr. Susan Sadler at 303-871-3454, or Sylk Sotto-Santiago, Office of Sponsored Programs at 303-871-4052 or write to either at the University of Denver, Office of Sponsored Programs, 2199 S. University Blvd., Denver, CO 80208-2121. 

You may keep this page for your records. Please sign if you understand and agree to the above. If you do not understand any part of the above statement, please ask the researcher any questions you have. I have read and understood the foregoing descriptions of the study (Conversion to Islam in the US). I have asked for and received a satisfactory explanation of any language that I did not fully understand. I agree to participate in this study, and I understand that I may withdraw my consent at any time. I have received a copy of this consent form. 

Signature _____________________ Date _________________ 

___ I agree to be audiotaped/videotaped during the interview. 

___ I do not agree to be audiotaped/videotaped during the interview. 

Signature _____________________ Date _________________ 

___________ I would like a summary of the results of this study to be mailed to me at the following postal or e-mail address: 
Please indicate whether you consent to having your name publicized by circling yes or no.  Please note that you will be allowed to review any direct quotes before they are published:

__Yes


__No
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